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United States Bankruptcy Court
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Martin R. Barash, Presiding
Courtroom 303 Calendar

Hearing Room 303

1:30 PM

1:

#0.00

Chapter

All hearings on this calendar will be conducted in Courtroom 303 at 21041 Burbank
Boulevard, Woodland Hills, California, 91367. All parties in interest, members of the
public and the press may attend the hearings on this calendar in person.

Additionally, (except with respect to evidentiary hearings, or as otherwise ordered
by the Court) parties in interest (and their counsel) may connect by ZoomGov
audio and video free of charge, using the connection information provided

below. Members of the public and the press may only connect to the zoom audio
feed, and only by telephone. Access to the video feed by these individuals is
prohibited.

Parties in interest may participate by ZoomGov video and audio using a personal
computer (equipped with camera, microphone and speaker), or a handheld mobile device
(such as an iPhone or Android phone). Members of the public, the press and parties in
interest may participate by audio only using a telephone (standard telephone charges may

apply).

Neither a Zoom nor a ZoomGov account is necessary to participate remotely and there
are no fees for doing so. No pre-registration or prior approval is required.

The audio portion of each hearing will be recorded electronically by the Court and that
recording will constitute its official record. Recording, retransmitting, photographing or
imaging Court proceedings by any means is strictly prohibited.

Video/audio web address: https://cacb.zoomgov.com/j/1654226836

ZoomGov meeting number: 165 422 6836
Password: 339169
Telephone conference lines: 1 (669) 254 5252 or 1 (646) 828 7666

For more information on appearing before Judge Barash by ZoomGov, please see the
information entitled "Tips for a Successful ZoomGov Court Experience" on the Court's
website at: https://www.cacb.uscourts.gov/judges/honorable-martin-r-barash under the
tab "Telephonic Instructions."
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Judge Barash seeks to maintain a courtroom in which all persons are treated with
dignity and respect, irrespective of their gender identity, expression or preference.
To that end, individuals are invited to identify their preferred pronouns (he, she,
they, etc.) and their preferred honorific (Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs., Mx, M, etc.) in their
screen name, or by advising the judge or courtroom deputy.

Docket 0

Tentative Ruling:
- NONE LISTED -
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Adv#: 1:26-01016 Patisso v. Strong et al

#1.00  Motion to Dismiss First Amended Complaint
filed by Defendant Larry Hershfield

Docket 47

Tentative Ruling:

This matter is before the Court on motions to dismiss the first amended
complaint (the "FAC") [Adv. Dkt. 42] of plaintiff Matteo Patisso ("Plaintiff"). The
motions to dismiss (the "Motions") were filed by the following defendants: BRG
Enterprises dba Kings Auction and Capital Auction Productions, and Catherine King
[Adv. Dkt. 45]; David Lasco, Alain Vinson, and Vinson Investments LLC [Adv. Dkt.
46]; Larry Hershfield [Adv. Dkt. 47]; and Jackson Strong Alliance, LLC, Brett
Livingstone Strong (the "Debtor"), and Stason Strong [Adv. Dkt. 48] (collectively,
"Defendants"). Having reviewed the Motions, Plaintiff’s various documents filed in
response to the motions [Adv. Dkts. 71, 75, 76, 77, 78, 84, 86, 87, 88], Defendants’
replies [Adv. Dkts. 94, 85, 96, 97], and the record in this adversary proceeding and the
related bankruptcy case, for the reasons stated herein, the Motions will be granted; the
Court will dismiss the FAC in its entirety without leave to amend.

In the FAC, Plaintiff alleges that his purported predecessor in interest, Liquid
Brick, Inc., purchased from the chapter 7 trustee assets of the Debtor’s bankruptcy
estate, namely, original artworks by the late pop-star musician, Michael Jackson.
Plaintiff’s FAC seeks; (1) turnover of this alleged estate property under 11 U.S.C. §
542(a), (2) declaratory relief that the property belongs to him, and (3) injunctive relief
against any further actions with respect to the property.

A complaint must contain sufficient factual matter, if accepted as true, to state
a claim for relief that is plausible on its face. Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(6); see also Fed.
R. Bankr. P. 7012 (providing that Fed. R. Civ. P. 12 applies in an adversary
proceeding). A pleading that offers only labels, conclusions, or a formulaic recitation
of the elements of a cause of action is insufficient. Bell Atl. Corp. v. Twombly, 550
U.S. 544, 555-57 (2007). In assessing the sufficiency of a complaint, the court "may
also consider [1] materials that are submitted with and attached to the complaint; [2]
judicial notice of matters of public record; and [3] unattached evidence on which the
complaint necessarily relies if: [a] the complaint refers to the document; [b] the
document is central to the plaintiff's claim; and [c] no party questions the authenticity
of the document." Beverly Oaks Physicians Surgical Ctr., LLC v. Blue Cross & Blue
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Shield of 1l1., 983 F.3d 435, 439 (9th Cir. 2020) (quoting United States v. Corinthian
Colls., 655 F.3d 984, 998-99 (9th Cir. 2011) (internal quotation marks omitted). For
the reasons stated herein, the Court finds that the FAC fails to state a claim upon
which relief can be granted.

As an initial matter, Plaintiff does not have standing to seek any of the relief
requested, as it all depends on the purported sale of works of art by Michael Jackson
under the "Coagreement of Purchase and Sale" approved by this Court in 2007. Case
Dkt. 222-1 at 2—12 (the "Sale Agreement"). The Sale Agreement states:

This Agreement and all rights of Buyer [Liquid Brick, Inc.] arising
hereunder shall not be assigned, sold, pledged or otherwise transferred
by Buyer in whole or in part, and any attempted assignment, sale,
pledge or transfer by Buyer shall be null and void and be deemed a
default hereunder.

Case Dkt. 222-1 at 9 (§ 15 of Sale Agreement).

Plaintiff is not Liquid Brick, Inc., and as a purported assignee of Liquid Brick,
Inc., he cannot enforce any rights under the Sale Agreement by the plain,
unambiguous terms of that contract. Accordingly, Plaintiff’s claims in the FAC are
not plausible and must be dismissed.

Moreover, Plaintiff does not have statutory standing to seek turnover under 11
U.S.C. § 542(a). That section of the Bankruptcy Code empowers "the trustee" to seek
turnover, and it is limited to turnover of "property of the estate." See In re Hernandez,
483 B.R. 713, 725 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2012) ("Section 542(a) enables the bankruptcy
trustee, or the debtor-in-possession in a reorganization case to seek turnover of the
debtors’ assets"). Plaintiff does not qualify as a trustee. See 11 U.S.C. § 321.
Moreover, the works of art that were property of the estate are no longer subject to
turnover because they were sold by the chapter 7 trustee during the pendency of the
Debtor’s bankruptcy case. See 11 U.S.C. § 541.

Standing aside, none of Plaintiff’s claims are ones upon which the Court could
plausibly grant his requested relief because they are unambiguously contradicted by
the sale documents on which he relies. Despite Plaintiff's contentions in the FAC, the
sale documents did not provide "an illustrative, non-exhaustive list" of the property
sold to his purported predecessor in interest. Adv. Dkt. 42 at 8 (4 36). The sale
documents expressly identified the works of art that comprised the property sold to
Liquid Brick, Inc. That list does not include any works of art by Michael Jackson.
Further, nothing in the sale documents indicates the list is illustrative and not
exhaustive of the assets sold. See Case Dkt. 222 at 14-22 (complete list of works of
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art and lithographic prints that comprised the Property). The Court need not accept
Plaintiff’s conclusory allegations, unwarranted deductions or unreasonable inferences
to the contrary. See Sprewell v. Golden State Warriors, 266 F.3d 979, 988 (9th Cir.
2001), amended on other grounds, 275 F.3d 1187 (9th Cir. 2001). Accordingly,
Plaintiff does not have standing to seek the relief sought in the FAC with respect to
any works of art by Michael Jackson.

Plaintiff posits a variety of theories as to why he nevertheless is entitled to the
works of art by Michael Jackson. He contends such works were somehow
undisclosed assets of the Debtor’s bankruptcy estate. Even if that were true, Plaintiff
would not be entitled to those assets simply because they were undisclosed assets of
the Debtor’s bankruptcy estate. The chapter 7 trustee would. Again, Plaintiff’s
purported predecessor in interest bought from the chapter 7 trustee only the works of
art specified in the Sale Agreement. The record of the sale contradicts the assertion
that any works of art by Michael Jackson were transferred to Plaintiff or his purported
predecessor in interest.

Finally, the works of art by Michael Jackson have been sold pursuant to orders
of the state court in Vinson Investments LLC v. Bret [sic] Livingstone Strong, LASC
No. 20SMCV00872. Dkt. 45 at 99—101 (state court’s Mar. 7, 2025 minute order
approving sale of Michael Jackson artwork to Vinson Investments LLC via credit
bid). As set forth in this Court’s order to show cause (the "OSC"), Case Dkt. 269, and
the record in this adversary proceeding, Plaintiff clearly was aware of the ongoing sale
process in state court. Plaintiff filed an objection with the state court, asserting that
the auction and credit bid were improper because his purported predecessor in
interest, Liquid Brick, Inc., purportedly acquired the art from the chapter 7 trustee in
the Debtor’s bankruptcy case. See Adv. Dkt. 40-4 at 6. And after the state court
approved the sale of Michael Jackson artwork to Vinson Investments LLC, via a
credit bid, Plaintiff unsuccessfully sued the state court judge and auctioneer in federal
district court. Patisso v. Epstein et al., No. 2:25-cv-01666-MWCKES (C.D. Cal. Apr.
7, 2025) (order sua sponte dismissing action without leave to amend), appeal
dismissed, No. 25-3252 (9th Cir. July 31, 2025). The district court dismissed
Plaintiff’s action as violative of the Rooker-Feldman doctrine, see id., and this Court
will do the same. See Rooker v. Fidelity Trust Co., 263 U.S. 413, 415-16 (1923)
(deciding district courts may not exercise appellate jurisdiction over state courts).

Accordingly, the FAC does not state a plausible claim under any legal theory
that Plaintiff is entitled to any works of art by Michael Jackson. The Court finds that
further amendment would be futile. Plaintiff already has amended his complaint once
and continues to rely on the same fundamentally flawed premise that he is entitled to
works of art by Michael Jackson—notwithstanding prior decisions of the state court,
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the district court, and the reasons set forth in the OSC.

Based on the foregoing, the Court will GRANT the Motions. The Court will
dismiss the FAC in its entirety without leave to amend.

Chapter 7
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Docket 46

Tentative Ruling:

See tentative ruling for calendar no. 1.
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#4.00  Motion to Dismiss First Amended Complaint
filed by Defendants Jackson Strong Alliance,
LLC, Brett Livingstone Strong, and Stason Strong

Docket 48

Tentative Ruling:

See tentative ruling for calendar no. 1.
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Docket 3

Tentative Ruling:

Deny as mooted by dismissal of the adversary proceeding. See tentative ruling for
calendar no. 1.
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Docket 42

Tentative Ruling:

Chapter 7

Off calendar following dismissal of adversary proceeding. See tentative ruling for

calendar no. 1.
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United States Bankruptcy Court

Central District of California
San Fernando Valley

Martin R. Barash, Presiding
Courtroom 303 Calendar

Tuesday, June 16, 2026

Hearing Room 303

1:30 PM
1:05-10137 Brett Livingstone Strong
Adv#: 1:26-01016 Patisso v. Strong et al

#11.00  Motion to Dismiss Adversary Proceeding
Filed by Defendant Larry Hershfield

Docket 24

Chapter 7

*** VACATED *** REASON: First amended complaint filed 5/15/26

Tentative Ruling:

- NONE LISTED -
| Party Information
Debtor(s):

Brett Livingstone Strong Represented By
William Crockett - SUSPENDED -
Steven R Skirvin
Paul M Konapelsky
Bradley A Patterson

Defendant(s):

Brett Livingstone Strong Represented By
Bradley A Patterson

Stason Strong Represented By
Bradley A Patterson

Monique Strong Pro Se

Jackson Strong Alliane, LLC Represented By
Bradley A Patterson

Carol King Pro Se

Kings Auctions, Inc Represented By
Robert P Goe

Vinson Investments Represented By
Gregory D Hagen
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