
United States Bankruptcy Court
Central District of California

Martin R. Barash, Presiding
Courtroom 303 Calendar

San Fernando Valley

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 303            Hearing Room

2:00 PM
1:  - Chapter

#0.00 All hearings on this calendar will be conducted in Courtroom 303 at 21041 Burbank 
Boulevard, Woodland Hills, California, 91367. All parties in interest, members of the 
public and the press may attend the hearings on this calendar in person.

Additionally, (except with respect to evidentiary hearings, or as otherwise ordered 
by the Court) parties in interest (and their counsel) may connect by ZoomGov 
audio and video free of charge, using the connection information provided 
below. Members of the public and the press may only connect to the zoom audio 
feed, and only by telephone. Access to the video feed by these individuals is 
prohibited.

Parties in interest may participate by ZoomGov video and audio using a personal 
computer (equipped with camera, microphone and speaker), or a handheld mobile device 
(such as an iPhone or Android phone). Members of the public, the press and parties in 
interest may participate by audio only using a telephone (standard telephone charges may 
apply). 

Neither a Zoom nor a ZoomGov account is necessary to participate remotely and there 
are no fees for doing so. No pre-registration or prior approval is required.
The audio portion of each hearing will be recorded electronically by the Court and that 
recording will constitute its official record. Recording, retransmitting, photographing or 
imaging Court proceedings by any means is strictly prohibited.

Video/audio web address:     https://cacb.zoomgov.com/j/1616071021

ZoomGov meeting number:   161 607 1021

Password:                                113559

Telephone conference lines:   1 (669) 254 5252 or 1 (646) 828 7666

For more information on appearing before Judge Barash by ZoomGov, please see the 
information entitled "Tips for a Successful ZoomGov Court Experience" on the Court's 
website at: https://www.cacb.uscourts.gov/judges/honorable-martin-r-barash under the 
tab "Telephonic Instructions."
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Judge Barash seeks to maintain a courtroom in which all persons are treated with 
dignity and respect, irrespective of their gender identity, expression or preference. 
To that end, individuals are invited to identify their preferred pronouns (he, she, 
they, etc.) and their preferred honorific (Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs., Mx, M, etc.) in their 
screen name, or by advising the judge or courtroom deputy.

0Docket 

- NONE LISTED -

Tentative Ruling:
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Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC1:23-11501 Chapter 11

#1.00 Status Conference re:
Motion of Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC, Debtor and 
Debtor-In-Possession for an Order (1) Authorizing the 
Assumption of Non-Residential Real Property Lease and 
Sublease, and (2) Determining the Debtor and Sublessor 
Not to be in Breach or Default, Thereby Deeming them in 
Compliance with 11 U.S.C. section 365(B)(1)(A) and 
Excusing The Debtor From Any Additional Compliance With 
11 U.S.C section 365(B)(1)(B) And (C); Or Alternatively, 
Extending the time Period within which the Debtor may 
Assume or Reject Unexpired Non-Residential Leases 
and Executory Contracts

fr. 1/9/24, 1/24/24 (per stip); 2/14/24; 2/21/24; 3/14/24;3/29/24;
4/12/24; 4/16/24; 7/10/24; 9/11/24; 1/30/25

52Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., to be held concurrently with any forthcoming discovery 
disputes regarding this matter. See Dkt. 458 at 4.

Ruling for July 10, 2024
Continued to September 11 at 1:30 p.m. as a status conference. Status 
report waived.

Ruling for April 16, 2024
Continued to July 10, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.

Ruling for March 29, 2024
Although not convinced that it is necessary, the balance of the 90-day 
extension is granted.
As to all other relief requested, the hearing is continued to April 12, 2024 at 

Tentative Ruling:
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10:00 a.m.  Any papers are due by 5:00 p.m. on April 11, 2024.

Ruling for March 14, 2024
All matters continued to March 29, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.
Time to assume or reject extended through March 29, 2024.

Ruling for February 14, 2024
Time to assume or reject extended through February 21, 2024.

Ruling for January 9, 2024
Cont'd to January 24 at 10:00 a.m.

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol

Movant(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#2.00 Status Conference re: Smart Capital's Motion to Compel 
the Debtor's Response to Requests for Admission [Dkt. 212]

212Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the parties prior to April 7, 2026. See 
Dkt. 458 at 4-5.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#3.00 Status Conference re: Smart Capital's Motion to Compel 
the Debtor's Response to Requests for Production [Dkt. 213]

213Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the parties prior to April 7, 2026. See 
Dkt. 458 at 4-5.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#4.00 Status Conference re: Smart Capital's Motion to Compel 
the Debtor's Response to Interrogatories [Dkt. 214]

214Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the parties prior to April 7, 2026. See 
Dkt. 458 at 4-5.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#5.00 Status Conference re: Debtor's Motion in Limine to Preclude 
Smart Capital From Offering Any Evidence Regarding Alleged 
Defaults or Breaches of the Lease  Occurring Prior to the 
2020 Assumption Order [Dkt. 215]

215Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
This motion is denied as moot. See Dkts. 371, 380; see also Dkt. 458 at 5 
(lns. 21-24) (parties' stipulation that this motion has been fully resolved). 
Debtor must lodge an order by January 28, 2026.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#6.00 Status Conference re: Debtor's Motion to Compel 
Smart Capital's Responses to Interrogatories [Dkt. 217]

217Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the parties prior to April 7, 2026. See 
Dkt. 458 at 4-5.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol

Page 9 of 291/20/2026 5:20:51 PM



United States Bankruptcy Court
Central District of California

Martin R. Barash, Presiding
Courtroom 303 Calendar

San Fernando Valley

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 303            Hearing Room

2:00 PM
Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC1:23-11501 Chapter 11

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC v. Smart Capital Investments I,LLC, Smart  Adv#: 1:24-01031

#7.00 Status conference re:

Debtor's Motion for Quashal of Subpoenas

fr. 10/17/24; 10/18/24

75Docket 
*** VACATED ***    REASON: Order denying motion entered on 11/1/24.  
Adv. Dkt. 91.

Ruling for October 18, 2024
Denied.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol

Defendant(s):

Smart Capital Investments I,LLC,  Represented By
Steve  Burnell
Alan G Tippie
Zachary D Schorr

Michael S. Chang Pro Se

Plaintiff(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC v. Smart Capital Investments I,LLC, Smart  Adv#: 1:24-01031

#8.00 Status Conference re: Smart Capital's Motion to Compel 
W.E.R.M.'s Response to Requests for Production [Dkt. 93]

93Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the parties prior to April 7, 2026. See 
Dkt. 458 at 4-5.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol

Defendant(s):

Smart Capital Investments I,LLC,  Represented By
Steve  Burnell
Alan G Tippie
Zachary D Schorr

Michael S. Chang Represented By
Zachary D Schorr

Plaintiff(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC v. Smart Capital Investments I,LLC, Smart  Adv#: 1:24-01031

#9.00 Status Conference re: Smart Capital's Motion to Compel 
W.E.R.M.'s Response to Requests for Admission [Dkt. 94]

94Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the parties prior to April 7, 2026. See 
Dkt. 458 at 4-5.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol

Defendant(s):

Smart Capital Investments I,LLC,  Represented By
Steve  Burnell
Alan G Tippie
Zachary D Schorr

Michael S. Chang Represented By
Zachary D Schorr

Plaintiff(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC1:23-11501 Chapter 11

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC v. Smart Capital Investments I,LLC, Smart  Adv#: 1:24-01031

#10.00 Status Conference re: Smart Capital's Motion to Compel 
W.E.R.M.'s Response to Interrogatories [Dkt. 95]

95Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Pursuant to parties' stipulation, this matter is continued for hearing on April 
28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the parties prior to April 7, 2026. See 
Dkt. 458 at 4-5.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol

Defendant(s):

Smart Capital Investments I,LLC,  Represented By
Steve  Burnell
Alan G Tippie
Zachary D Schorr

Michael S. Chang Represented By
Zachary D Schorr

Plaintiff(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC v. Smart Capital Investments I,LLC, Smart  Adv#: 1:24-01031

#11.00 Status Conference re: Smart Capital's Motion to Compel 
Further Deposition of Elizabeth Peterson Group, Inc. [Dkt. 96]

96Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Continued for hearing on April 28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., if not resolved by the 
parties prior to April 7, 2026.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol

Defendant(s):

Smart Capital Investments I,LLC,  Represented By
Steve  Burnell
Alan G Tippie
Zachary D Schorr

Michael S. Chang Represented By
Zachary D Schorr

Plaintiff(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#12.00 Hearing on Debtor's Disclosure Statement 

fr. 6/11/25; 8/14/25; 9/29/25; 11/4/25; 12/8/25; 12/16/25

275Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Approve Debtor's disclosure statement [Dkt. 275] describing Debtor's chapter 
11 plan [Dkt. 274], as modified by Debtor's redlined revisions thereto [Dkt. 
456], as containing adequate information.

Pursuant to the parties' stipulation [see Dkt. 458 at 3-4], the Court will set the 
following schedule re plan confirmation:

January 27, 2026 - deadline for Debtor to file non-redlined final versions of 
the approved disclosure statement and chapter 11 plan (on pleading paper), 
along with a properly authenticated copy of the declaration of Adi McAbian in 
support of the disclosure statement
March 4, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. - continued hearing on claims objections
March 11, 2026 - deadline for Debtor to serve a notice of the plan 
confirmation hearing, the disclosure statement, plan, order approving the 
disclosure statement, and ballots (if the party is entitled to vote)
March 13, 2026 - deadline for Debtor to file proof of service of the plan, 
disclosure statement, order approving the disclosure statement, and ballots
April 30, 2026 - deadline to return ballots so that they are received by Debtor
May 7, 2026 - deadline for Debtor to file and serve confirmation brief and 
ballot summary
May 14, 2026 - deadline to file and serve objections to plan confirmation
May 21, 2026 - deadline for Debtor to file and serve a reply to any 
objection(s)
May 29, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. - initial hearing re plan confirmation

Debtor must lodge an order approving the disclosure statement and setting 

Tentative Ruling:
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the above dates and deadlines by January 28, 2026.

Ruling for December 16, 2025
Continued to 1/21/26 at 2:00 p.m. No additional briefing on approval of 
Debtor's proposed disclosure statement ("D/S") is permitted, subject to the 
following exceptions. No later than 1/9/26, Debtor to file a redlined plan and 
D/S showing incremental changes regarding issues identified on the record at 
the 12/16/25 hearing. Smart Capital's deadline to file any objection to 
adequacy of those changes only is 1/16/26. Any objections to D/S not raised 
at today's hearing are deemed waived. Any amended plan must be filed on 
lined paper.

The Court, sua sponte, set a deadline of 1/16/26 for the IRS and the FTB to 
file proofs of claim. No later than 12/23/25, Debtor must lodge order setting 
such bar date and file and serve notice of that bar date on the IRS and the 
FTB.

Ruling for December 8, 2025
Continued to 12/16/25 at 2:30 p.m., to be held concurrently with the debtor’s 
Omnibus Motion for Order Disallowing Proofs of Claim Filed by Smart Capital 
Investments I, LLC, Smart Capital Investments II, LLC, Smart Capital 
Investments III, LLC, Smart Capital Investments IV, LLC, Smart Capital 
Investments V, LLC, and Michael S. Chang. Dkt. 354. Appearances on 
12/8/25 are waived.

Ruling for November 4, 2025
Continued to 12/8/25 at 1:30 p.m.

Ruling for June 11, 2025
The Court sets a bar date of 7/14/25
Debtor shall file and serve a notice of the bar date on the mandatory form no 
later than 6/13/25
Disclosure statement hearing continued to 8/14/25 @ 11:00 a.m. 
Amendments / supplements / revisions to plan and disclosure statement due 
7/21/25. Further opposition due 8/4/25.
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Tentative Ruling for June 11, 2025

It appears that most of the objections to the disclosure statement have been 
ameliorated by revisions to the disclosure statement, or raise plan confirmation 
issues that are more appropriately considered at the confirmation hearing.

However, the Court does not believe it is appropriate to approve a disclosure 
statement, permit solicitation, and schedule a confirmation hearing where the debtor 
has not yet noticed a claims bar date. Although the debtor imay feel confident that it 
knows who its creditors are and for what amounts, the bar date noticing process is 
intended to test the debtor's assumptions in that regard and provide potential 
creditors due process.

Further, the Court is not persuaded that "adequate information" is being provided 
about the plan if there are material parts of the plan that have been intentionally 
omitted. It appears that the debtor intends to supplement the plan shortly before the 
confirmation hearing, but after the solicitation process. The court is familiar with this 
practice, but does not believe it is a sound one, at least not in every 
circumstance. Here, the Court does not know what the debtor intends to do with any 
plan supplement and is not persuaded that it is appropriate here.

Accordingly, the Court is inclined to set a bar date, order the debtorto notice parties 
in interest regarding the bar date, continue the hearing on the present motion, and 
provide the debtor an opportunity to further supplement and revise its plan and 
disclosure statement after the expiration of the bar date.

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#13.00 Application by Debtor and Debtor In Possession for Order 
Approving (1) Employment of Stinson LLP (In Place of Leech Tishman) 
as General Counsel in the Chapter 11 Case and as Counsel in All 
Adversary Proceedings, Effective October 9, 2025; and (2) a Monthly 
or Periodic Payment Arrangement Through Advances Made by WERM, 
or Alternatively, Payment of a Retainer from Periodic Advances Made by WERM

fr. 1/6/26

364Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
Grant.

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#14.00 Chapter 11 Status Conference

fr. 11/28/23; 2/6/24; 2/14/24; 2/21/24; 3/14/24; 3/29/24;
4/12/24; 4/16/24; 7/10/24; 9/11/24; 1/30/25; 2/14/25; 3/5/25; 
5/6/25; 6/12/25; 7/16/25; 8/8/25; 9/29/25; 11/4/25; 12/8/25;
12/16/25

0Docket 

Tentative Ruling for January 21, 2026
The stay on discovery will expire by its terms on January 21, 2026. See Dkt. 
380 at 2 (¶ 6).

Pursuant to the parties' stipulation [Dkt. 458 at 4], the Court will set the 
following schedule re discovery related to the Lease:

February 6, 2026 - deadline for Smart Capital to file notice of additional 
defaults under the Lease
March 25, 2026 - discovery cutoff date
March 25, 2026 - deadline for parties to provide supplemental responses to 
any outstanding discovery requests
April 3, 2026 - deadline to disclose expert witnesses 
April 3, 2026 - deadline to meet in person or by telephone in a good faith 
effort to resolve any discovery disputes. See LBR 7026-1(c)(2).
April 17, 2026 - deadline to file any stipulation and motion regarding 
discovery dispute
April 28, 2026 at 1:30 p.m. - hearing on any discovery disputes
May 1, 2026 - deadline for parties to exchange written reports of expert 
witnesses
May 1, 2026 - deadline for parties to meet and confer for the purpose of 
preparing the pretrial stipulation. See LBR 7016-1(b)(1)(C).
May 15, 2026 - deadline to file pretrial stipulation. See LBR 7016-1(b)(1)(B).
May 29, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. - pre-trial conference

Tentative Ruling:
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Regarding trial, the Court preliminarily has available the following dates: June 
8-11, June 29-July 1, and the afternoon of July 2, 2026. In order to set aside 
trial dates during the period that Smart Capital's counsel has indicated it is 
available, the Court will begin the trial on June 8, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. Doing 
so will require modification of the Court's typical pre-trial procedures. See 
Trial Procedures Supplement to Local Bankruptcy Rules for the Hon. Martin 
R. Barash, 
https://www.cacb.uscourts.gov/sites/cacb/files/documents/judges/instructions/
MB_Trial%20Procedures.pdf. The Court will discuss this in greater detail at 
the status conference.

Debtor must lodge a scheduling order by January 28, 2026.

Ruling for December 16, 2025
Continued to 1/21/26 at 2:00 p.m.

Ruling for December 8, 2025
Continued to 12/16/25 at 2:30 p.m., to be held concurrently with the hearing 
on the debtor’s disclosure statement. Appearances on 12/8/25 are waived.

Ruling for November 4, 2025
Continued to 12/8/25 at 1:30 p.m.

RULING FOR 3-5-2025
Continued to May 6, 2025, 1:30 p.m.

Ruling for July 10, 2024
Continued to September 11 at 1:30 p.m.

Ruling for April 16, 2024
Continued to July 10, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.

Ruling for March 29, 2024
Continued to April 12, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.  Any papers are due by 5:00 p.m. 
on April 11, 2024.
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Ruling for March 14, 2024
All matters continued to March 29, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.

Ruling for February 6, 2024
Continued to February 14, 2024. Updated status report waived.

Ruling for November 28, 2023
Cont'd to 2/6/24 @ 1:30 p.m.

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
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#15.00 Motion RE: Objection to Claim Of Laurentiu Beada

413Docket 
*** VACATED ***    REASON: Continued by stipulation to 3/4/26 at 10:00  
am [Dkt. #455]

- NONE LISTED -

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#16.00 Motion RE: Objection to Claim Of Robert Guichard

414Docket 
*** VACATED ***    REASON: Continued by stipulation to 3/4/26 at 10:00  
am [Dkt. #455]

- NONE LISTED -

Tentative Ruling:

Party Information

Debtor(s):

Hawkeye Entertainment, LLC Represented By
Sandford L. Frey
Robyn B Sokol
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#17.00 Motion RE: Objection to Claim Of Saybian Gourmet Inc.

415Docket 
*** VACATED ***    REASON: Continued by stipulation to 3/4/26 at 10:00  
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