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#0.00  All hearings scheduled for today are now simultaneously 1) In person in Courtroom
1539; 2) Via ZoomGov Video; 3) Via ZoomGov Audio. Parties are free to choose any of
these options, unless otherwise ordered by the Court. Parties electing to appear in
person shall comply with all requirements regarding social distancing, use of face
masks, etc. that are in effect at the time of the hearing.

Parties in interest may connect to the video and audio feeds, free of charge, using the
connection information provided below. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ONLY
CONNECT TO THE AUDIO FEED USING THE TELEPHONE NUMBERS PROVIDED BELOW
AND ARE NOT PERMITTED TO CONNECT TO THE VIDEO FEED.

Individuals may participate by ZoomGov video and audio using a personal computer
(equipped with camera, microphone and speaker), or a handheld mobile device (such
as an iPhone or Android phone). Individuals may opt to participate by audio only using
a telephone (standard telephone charges may apply).

Neither a Zoom nor a ZoomGov account is necessary to participate and no pre-
registration is required but you must still notify Chambers at
Chambers_SBluebond@cach.uscourts.gov of your appearance. The audio portion of each
hearing will be recorded electronically by the Court and constitutes its official record.

For more information on appearing before Judge Bluebond by ZoomGov, please see
the information on the Court's website at:
https://www.cacb.uscourts.gov/judges/honorable-sheri-bluebond under the tab,
"Phone/Video Appearances."

Hearing conducted by ZOOMGov.
Video/audio web address: https://cacb.zoomgov.com/j/16161090855
ZoomGov meeting number: 161 6109 0855

Password: 148508

Telephone conference lines: 1 (669) 254 5252 or 1 (646) 828 7666
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(when prompted, enter meeting number and password shown above)

Judge Bluebond seeks to maintain a courtroom environment (both online and in
person) in which all persons are treated with dignity and respect, irrespective of their
gender identity, expression or preference. To that end, individuals appearing before
the Court are invited to identify their preferred pronouns (e.g., he, she, they, etc.)
and their preferred honorific (e.g., Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs., Mx, M, etc.). Individuals may
do so by advising the Courtroom Deputy or Judge prior to any appearance and/or, in
the case of remote hearings, by providing this information in the person’s screen
name in ZoomGov.

Docket 0

Courtroom Deputy:
- NONE LISTED -

Tentative Ruling:
- NONE LISTED -
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#1.00  Motion for fine and/or disgorgement of fees against bankruptcy petition preparer
Donna Todd

Docket 28

Courtroom Deputy:
- NONE LISTED -

Tentative Ruling:

The US Trustee's reply explains the situation nicely. There is no "emergency"
exception to the requirements of section 110. There is no longer any "just
cause" exception. The respondent failed to sign her name on the petition and
provide her name and address. Respondent did not disclose her identifying
number/SSN on the petition. She did not sign and file along with the petition
a written notice on an official form advising the debtor that she is not an
attorney and cannot provide legal advice. (Whether the filing window
accepted the filing -- and they are required by statute to do so -- is not
relevant to whether there was a violation of section 110.) And she handled
the filing fee. These are all violations of section 110. Impose fines of $500
each for these violations, for a total of $2,500.

With regard to the compensation paid by the debtor, the Court agrees that the
amount was excessive. If the $1,248 included the filing fee (which the
respondent should not have handled), reduce that amount by $338, but the
balance should be disgorged. The services provided were substandard and
extremely limited and, inasmuch as a petition preparer is prohibited from
handling the filing fee, she cannot charge for messenger services in which
she did precisely that or for the gasoline that she used while violating section
110.

Impose fines of $2,500 and order disgorgement to the debtor of $910.

| Party Information

Debtor(s):
Demetria La Chawn Avery Pro Se
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Movant(s):

United States Trustee (LA) Represented By
Ron Maroko

Trustee(s):
Wesley H Avery (TR) Pro Se
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